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PROJECT (Corps’ Project No. 2006-1666-PHT), MEDEA CREEK, CITY OF AGOURA
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Dear M. Singh:

Board staff has reviewed your request on your behalf (Applicant) for a (Qean
Wter Act Section 401 Witer Qality Certification for the above-referenced
project. Your application was deened conplete on (ctober 15, 2007.

I hereby issue an order certifying that any discharge from the referenced
project will conply with the applicable provisions of sections 301 (Effluent
Limtations), 302 (Wter Qality Related Effluent Limtations), 303 (Wter
Quality Standards and Inplenentation Plans), 306 (National Standards of
Performance), and 307 (Toxic and Pretreatnent Effluent Standards) of the (Qean
Wter Act, and with other applicable requirenents of State law This discharge
is also regulated under State Witer Resources Control Board Grder No. 2003 -
0017 - DWQ) "General W ste Dscharge Requirenents for Dredge and Fill
Discharges that have received State Wter Qality Certification" which
requires conpliance with all conditions of this Wter Quality Certification.

The Applicant shall be liable civilly for any violations of this Certification
in accordance with the (alifornia Wter Code. This Certification does not
elimnate the Applicant’s responsibility to conply with any other applicable
laws, requirenents and/or permits.

Shoul d you have questions concerning this Certification action, please contact
Imna (ble, Section 401 Program at (213) 576-5733.

[Qiginal Signed by] 11-13-07
Tracy J. Egoscue Dute
Executive (OFficer

California Environmental Protection Agency
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2 Recycled Paper
Our mission is to preserve and enhance the quality of California’s water resources for the benefit of present and future generations.
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. Applicant:

. Applicant’s Agent:

. Project Nane:

. Project Location:

. Type of Project:

. Project Purpose:

. Project

Description:

ATTACHMENT A

Project Information
File No. 07-001

M. IDuniel Singh

10356 Jefferson Boulevard

Gulver Gty, CA 90232

Phone: (310) 945-3030 ext. 18 Fax: (310) 945-3036
None

Astoria Estates

Gty of Agoura Hlls, Los Angeles County

Longi t ude Latitude
-118.7767° 34.1483°
-118.7674° 34.1355°
-118.7673° 34.1298°
-118.7763° 34.1302°

Residential Construction

The purpose of the proposed project is to construct
five single famly residential units on approxinately
28 acres.

The project is located on the northern side of Kanan
Road, south of the 101 Freeway in an unincorporated
area of the County of los Angeles, south of the Gty
of Agoura. The construction of five residential units
will occur on 28 acres of a 107.8 acre site. The
devel opnent footprint (grading) will be restricted to
8.7 acres. The grading for the five residential lots
will be located imediately north of and adjacent to
Kanan Road. Approximately 60,000 cubic yards of soil
will be excavated and used as fill material on site.
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8. Federal
Agency/Permt:

9. Qher Required
Regul atory

Approvals:

ATTACHMENT A

Project Information
File No. 07-001

Construction equipnent will include the use of dozers,
scrapers, and excavators. Al earthwork wll occur
during dry weather periods and no water is expected
on-site. The project wll require a Storm Wter
Pollution Prevention Plan and wll inplenent Best
Mnagenent Practices to control erosion  and
sedinentation throughout the construction period.

The project developnent will permanently inpact three
epheneral drainages, resulting in approximately 0.049
acres of inpacts to jurisdictional waters subject to
Section 404 of the federal (dean Witer Act.

These epheneral drainages, generally flow ng north-to-
south, occur on site. Inpacts to the streanbed up to
the ordinary high water mark of these drainages would
occur over 0.014, 0.024, and 0.011 acre (Drainages A
B and C in the Gading and Irainage Plan)
respectively, for a drainage inpact area of 0.049
acre. In addition, the project will inpact an area of
approximately 625 square feet (0.014 acre) for the
long-term maintenance of a desilting inlet. Total
inpacted  jurisdictional area wll, therefore,
enconpass 0.063 acres.

The project developnent will also inpact 7.08 acres of
native coastal sage scrub vegetation. As mtigation
for all these inpacts, the applicant has developed an
agreenent with the Santa Mpuntains MNature Conservancy
(SMRCA) to dedicate approximately 79 acres of the
property as (pen Space Preserve. The preserved open
space areas wll occur to the north and east of the
residential lots.

US. Any Gorps of Engineers
NW No. 39 (Pernmit No. 2006- 1666- PHI)

Galifornia Departnent of Fish and Gane
Streanbed Al teration Agreenent
1600-2006- 0336- RS
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

CGalifornia
Envi ronnent al
Quality Act
Conpl i ance:

Receiving Witer:

Designated
Beneficial Ukes:

Inpacted Witers of
the Lhited States:

Dredge Vol une:

Related Projects
Inplenented/to be
Inplenented by the

Applicant:

Avoi dance/
Mnim zation
Activities:

ATTACHMENT A

Project Information
File No. 07-001

A Mtigated Negative Declaration was prepared and
approved by the Departnment of Regional Planning, Los
Angeles County for the proposed project on Novenber
20, 2002. ANotice of Determnation was filed on
Decenber 12, 2003.

Mdea Geek (Hydrologic Lhit No. 404.23)

MNf, GWR RECG 1, REG2, WARM (D WID RARE WET

*Conditional beneficial use

Non-wetland waters (vegetated streanbed): 0. 063

permanent acres (1075 linear feet)

None

The Applicant has not identified any related projects
carried out in the last 5 years or planned for
inplenentation in the next 5 years.

The Applicant has proposed to inplenent a stormmater
quality plan which would include Best Mnagenent
Practices, which would include, but not be limted to,
the follow ng:

« Reduce excessive erosion potential

« Mnimze excessive sedinentation

e Prevent other materials used at a construction site
causing off-site contamnation
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17. Proposed
Conpensatory
Mtigation:

18. Required
Conpensatory
Mtigation:

ATTACHMENT A

Project Information
File No. 07-001

« Elimnate non-storm  water di scharges for
construction sites;

o Install appropriate neasures to reduce inpacts on
waterways from the conplete project provide a
comm tnent that these neasures would be maintained

o Establish naint enance comm t nent s on  post-
construction sites.

The Applicant has developed an agreement with the
Santa Mmnica Muntains Recreation and Conservation
Authority (SMMRCA) to dedicate approximately 79 acres
to the Authority as (pen Space Preserve to remain as
natural open space in perpetuity. In accordance with
this agreenment, the SMMRCA's (overning Board adopted
Resolution No. 04-23 accepting the conservation
easenent, including the finding that the dedicated
land was ecologically and visually significant.

The dedication includes land that is part of the
Mlibu Canyon Wtershed. To-be dedicated open space
area supports drainages of at least equal quality and
characteristics to those portions of drainages that
will be inpacted by this project, and the mtigation
area supports high quality native coastal sage scrub
vegetation. Based on the hydrology studies and
drainage mapping prepared for the project, areas
w thin the conser vation easenent enconpass
approximately 5280 linear feet (0.242 acres) of
drainages.

The Applicant shall the dedicate the acreage and
drainages as described above and shall, in addition,
create or enhance 0. 063 acres of streanbed habitat.

For mtigation ratios not net onsite, the Applicant

must provide in-lieu fees to a third party for
mtigation within the Mlibu Geek Witershed. See
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ATTACHMENT A

Project Information
File No. 07-001

Attachment B Conditions of Certifications, Additional Conditions,
(specifically Itenms 23 through 25 for mtigation
requirenents) for nodifications and additions to the
above proposed conpensatory mtigation.
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ATTACHMENT B

Conditions of Certification
File No. 07-001

STANDARD CONDITIONS

Pursuant to §3860 of Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations (23 AR,
the following three standard conditions shall apply to this project:

1.

This Certification action is subject to nodification or revocation upon
admnistrative or judicial review including review and anendnent pursuant
to §13330 of the (alifornia Witer Code and Article 6 (commencing with 23
AR §3867).

This Certification action is not intended and shall not be construed to
apply to any activity involving a hydroelectric facility and requiring a
Federal FEnergy Regulatory Commssion (FERC) license or an amendnent to a
FERC license unless the pertinent Certification application was filed
pursuant to 23 (AR Subsection 3855(b) and the application specifically
identified that a FERC license or amendnent to a FERC license for a
hydroelectric facility was being sought.

Certification is conditioned upon total payment of any fee required
pursuant to 23 (R Chapter 28 and owed by the Applicant.

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS

Pursuant to 23 (R §3859(a), the Applicant shall conply with the follow ng
additional conditions:

1.

The Applicant shall submt to this Regional Board copies of any other
final permts and agreenents required for this project, including, but not
limted to, the US. Any Corps of Engineers’ (AJE) Section 404 Permt
and the Qalifornia Departnent of Fish and Gme’s (FQ Streanbed
Alteration Agreenent. These documents shall be submitted prior to any discharge
to waters of the State.

The Applicant shall adhere to the nost stringent conditions indicated with
either this certification, the (OFGs Streanbed Alteration Agreenent, or
the AOE Section 404 Permt.

The Applicant shall conply with all water quality objectives,

prohibitions, and policies set forth in the Water Quality Control Plan, Los
Angeles Region (1994).
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10.

ATTACHMENT B

Conditions of Certification
File No. 07-001

The Avoidance/Mnimzation activities proposed by the Applicant as
described in Atachment A MNo. 16, are incorporated as additional
conditions herein.

The Applicant and all contractors enployed by the Applicant shall have
copies of this Certification, the approved maintenance plan, and all other
regulatory approvals for this project on site at all tines and shall be
famliar with all conditions set forth.

Fueling, lubrication, maintenance, operation, and storage of vehicles and
equi prent shall not result in a discharge or a threatened discharge to
waters of the State. A no tinme shall the Applicant use any vehicle or
equi pnrent which leaks any substance that nmay inpact water quality. Staging
and storage areas for vehicles and equipnent shall be located outside of
waters of the State.

Al excavation, construction, or maintenance activities shall follow best
nanagenent practices to mnimze inpacts to water quality and beneficial
uses. Iust control activities shall be conducted in such a nanner that
will not produce downstreamrunoff.

No construction material, spoils, debris, or any other substances
associated with this project that nay adversely inpact water quality
standards, shall be located in a manner which may result in a discharge or
a threatened discharge to waters of the State. Designated spoil and waste
areas shall be visually marked prior to any excavation and/or construction
activity, and storage of the materials shall be confined to these areas.

Al waste and/or dredged material removed shall be relocated to a legal
point of disposal if applicable. A legal point of disposal is defined as
one for which Wste Dscharge Requirements have been established by a
California Regional Witer uality Control Board, and is in full conpliance
therewith. Please contact Rodney Nelson, Land Dsposal lThit, at (213) 620-
6119 for further information.

The Applicant shall inplenent all necessary control neasures to prevent
the degradation of water quality from the proposed project in order to
miintain conpliance with the Basin Plan. The discharge shall neet all
effluent limtations and toxic and effluent standards established to
conply with the applicable water quality standards and other appropriate
requirenents, including the provisions of Sections 301, 302, 303, 306, and
307 of the (Qean Witer Act. This Certification does not authorize the
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

ATTACHMENT B

Conditions of Certification
File No. 07-001

discharge by the applicant for any other activity than specifically
described in the 404 Permt.

The discharge shall not: a) degrade surface water commnities and
popul ations including vertebrate, invertebrate, and plant species; b)
promote the breeding of mosquitoes, gnats, black flies, mdges, or other
pests; c¢) alter the color, create visual contrast wth the natural
appearance, nor cause aesthetically wundesirable discoloration of the
receiving waters; d) cause formation of sludge deposits; or e) adversely
affect any designated beneficial uses.

The Applicant shall allow the Regional Board and 1its authorized
representative entry to the premses, including all mtigation sites, to
inspect and undertake any activity to determne conpliance with this
Certification, or as otherwi se authorized by the California Witer Code.

Application of pesticides must be supervised by a certified applicator and
be in conformance wth manufacturer’s specifications for use. Conpounds
used must be appropriate to the target species and habitat. Al pesticides
directed toward aquatic species must be approved by the Regional Board.
Pesticide utilization shall be in accordance with State Wter Resources
Control Board Witer Quality Qrder Nos. 2004-0008-DVWQ and 2004- 0009- DWQ

The Applicant shall not conduct any construction activities within waters
of the State during a rainfall event. The Applicant shall maintain a five-
day (5-day) clear weather forecast before conducting any operations within
vaters of the State.

The Applicant shall not conduct any mmintenance activities within waters
of the State during a rainfall event, or at any period when site
conditions would lead to excessive erosion. If any naintenance activities
are to be held within five (5) days of a predicted rainfall event, the
Applicant shall stage materials necessary to prevent water degradation on
site, and shall ensure that all stabilization procedures are conpleted
prior to the rainfall event.

If rain is predicted after operations have begun, grading activities must
cease immediately and the site nmust be stabilized to prevent inpacts to

water quality, and mnimze erosion and runoff fromthe site.

Sedinent renoval at each phase shall not go beyond the extent as defined
in the application packet.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

ATTACHMENT B

Conditions of Certification
File No. 07-001

The grading, stabilization and re-vegetation will be phased to limt the
exposed or working face such that the graded area can be stabilized within
24 hours after the first prediction of rain during the 5-day forecast or
within 24 hours after final grading of the phased area.

The Applicant shall utilize the services of a qualified biologist wth
expertise in riparian assessnents during all construction activities where
clearing involves areas to be partially cleared (i.e. sone vegetation is
to remain in the sane reach or in an adjacent reach). The biologist shall
be available on site during construction activities to ensure that all
protected areas are marked properly and ensure that no vegetation outside
the specified areas is removed. The biologist shall have the authority to
stop the work, as necessary, if instructions are not followed. The
biologist shall be available upon request from this Regional Board for
consultation within 24 hours of request of consultation.

No activities shall involve wet excavations (i.e., no excavations shall
occur below the seasonal high water table). A mninum 5-foot buffer zone
shall be maintained above the existing groundwater level. If construction
or groundwater dewatering is proposed or anticipated, the Applicant shall
file a Report of Waste Discharge to this Regional Board and obtain any
necessary NPDES permts/Wste Discharge Requirements prior to discharging
vaste. Sufficient tine should be allowed to obtain any such permts
(generally 180 days). If groundwater is encountered wi thout the benefit of
appropriate permts, the Applicant shall cease all activities in the areas
vhere groundwater is present, file a Report of Wiste Discharge to this
Regional Board, and obtain any necessary permts prior to discharging
waste.

Al project, construction, or naintenance activities not included in this
Certification, and which may require a permt, must be reported to the
Regional Board for appropriate permtting. Bank stabilization and grading,
as well as any other ground disturbances, are subject to restoration and
revegetation requirenents, and may require additional Certification
action.

Al surface waters, including ponded waters, shall be diverted away from
areas undergoing grading, construction, excavation, vegetation renoval,
and/or any other activity which may result in a discharge to the receiving
vater. If surface water diversions are anticipated, the Applicant shall
develop and subnmit a Surface Water Diversion Plan (plan) to this Regional
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ATTACHMENT B

Conditions of Certification
File No. 07-001

Board. The plan shall include the proposed nethod and duration of
diversion activities, structure configuration, construction materials,
equi pnent, erosion and sedinent controls, and a map or drawing indicating
the locations of diversion and discharge points. C(ontingency neasures
shall be a part of this plan to address various flow discharge rates. The
plan shall be submtted prior to any surface water diversions. If surface
flows are present, then wupstream and downstream nonitoring for the
following shall be inplenented:
+pH
etenperature
«dissol ved oxygen
eturbidity
«total suspended solids(TSS)
«Downstream TSS shall be maintained at anbient levels
«Were natural turbidity is between O and 50 Nephelonetric Turbidity
Lhits (NIU, increases shall not exceed 20% Wiere natural
turbidity is greater than 50 NIU increases shall not exceed 10%

Analyses must be performed using approved (S Environnental Protection
Agency nethods, where applicable. These constituents shall be nonitored
for on a daily basis during the first week of diversion and/or dewatering
activities, and then on a weekly basis, thereafter, until the in-stream
work is conplete.

Results of the analyses shall be submtted to this Regional Board by the
I15th day of each subsequent sanpling nonth. A nap or drawing indicating
the locations of sanpling points shall be included with each submttal.
Dversion activities shall not result in the degradation of beneficial
uses or exceedance of water quality objectives of the receiving waters.
Any such violations may result in corrective and/or enforcenent actions,
including increased nonitoring and sanple collection.

23. The Applicant shall restore all areas of TEMPCRARY IMPACIS to waters of
the lhited States and all other areas of tenporary disturbance which could
result in a discharge or a threatened discharge to waters of the State.
Restoration shall include grading of disturbed areas to pre-project
contours and revegetation wth native species. The Applicant shall
inplenent all necessary Best Mnagenent Practices to control erosion and
runof f fromareas associated with this project.

The Applicant shall provide COMPENSATCRY MTIGATION to offset the proposed
permanent loss of waters of the lhited States.
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24.

25.

ATTACHMENT B

Conditions of Certification
File No. 07-001

If the Applicant shall provide funding to a third-party organization for
the creation or restoration of an additional 0.01 acres of vegetated
streanbed riparian habitat within waters of the Uhited States/Federal
jurisdictional wetlands, then funding shall apply to mtigation acreage
only, exclusive of admnistrative costs. The mtigation site shall be
located within the Mlibu Geek Wtershed unless otherwise approved by
this Regional Board. The Applicant shall subnmit a Proposed Mitigation Report
vhich shall include:

(a) Docunentation fromthe third party indicating that funds have been used
for mtigation acreage only, which do not include admnistrative costs.

(b) The boundary of the mtigation site shall be clearly identified on a
map of suitable resolution and quality and shall also be defined by
latitude and 1ongitude.

(c) The type(s) of mtigation shall be described (e.g., rempval of exotics
and/or replanting with native species, etc.)

(d) Success criteria shall be established.

This information shall be submitted to this Regional Board for approval prior to any
disturbance within waters of the United States and shall include copies of all
agreenents made between the Applicant and a third party organization
regarding conpensatory mtigation efforts.

Al open space and mtigation areas shall be placed within a conservation
easenent to ensure preservation in perpetuity. Documentation of proper
easenent placenent shall be submtted to the Regional Board within one
year.

The Applicant shall submt to this Regional Board Annual Mitigation
Monitoring Reports (Annual Reports) by January 1% of each year for a
m ni mum period of five (5) years following this issuance of 401 Certification
or until mtigation success has been achieved and docunented. The Annual
Reports shall describe in detail all of the project/construction
activities performed during the previous year and all restoration and
mtigation efforts; 1including percent survival by plant species and
percent cover. The Annual Reports shall describe the status of other
agreenents (e.g., mtigation banking) or any delays in the mtigation
process. A a mninum the Amnual Reports shall include the follow ng
docunentation and answered appropriately whether or not mtigation has
been perforned:
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26.

27.

ATTACHMENT B

Conditions of Certification
File No. 07-001

(e) Color photo docunentation of the pre- and post-project and mtigation
site conditions;

(f) Gographical Positioning System ((PS) coordinates in decinal-degrees
format outlining the boundary of the project and mtigation areas;

(g) The overall status of project including a detailed schedule of work;
(h) Copies of all permts revised as required in Additional Condition 1;

(i) Wter quality nonitoring results for each reach (as required) conpiled
in an easy to interpret format;

(j)Acertified Statenent of “no net loss” of wetlands associated with this
project;

(k) Discussion of any nonitoring activities and exotic plant control
efforts; and

(1)Acertified Statenent fromthe permttee or his/her representative that
all conditions of this Certification have been net.

Prior to any subsequent maintenance activities wthin the subject
drainages, including clearing, maintenance by-hand, and/or the application
of pesticides, the Applicant shall submt to this Regional Board a
NOIMFICAIION of any such activity. Notification shall include: (a) the
proposed schedule; (b) a description of the drainage’s existing condition;
(c) the area of proposed tenporary inpact within waters of the State; (c)
a description of any existing aquatic resources (e.g., wetland/riparian
vegetation); and (d) any proposed conpensatory mitigation. Notifications
mist be submtted a mnimum of three (3) weeks prior to commencing work
activities.

Al applications, reports, or information submtted to the Regional Board
shall be signed:

(a)For corporations, by a principal executive officer at least of the
level of vice president or his duly authorized representative, if such
representative is responsible for the overall operation of the facility
from which discharge originates.

(b)For a partnership, by a general partner.
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28.

29.

30.

31.

ATTACHMENT B

Conditions of Certification
File No. 07-001

(c)For a sole proprietorship, by the proprietor.

(d)For a municipal, State, or other public facility, by either a principal
executive officer, ranking elected official, or other duly authorized
enpl oyee.

Each and any report submtted in accordance with this Certification shall
contain the following conpleted declaration:

“I declare under penalty of law that this docunent and all attachnents
vere prepared under ny direction or supervision in accordance with a system
designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate
the information submtted. Based on ny inquiry of the person or persons who
managed the system or those directly responsible for gathering the
information, the information submtted is, to the best of ny know edge and
belief, true, accurate and conplete. 1 amaware that there are significant
penalties for submtting false information, including the possibility of
fine and inprisonnent for know ng violations.

Executed on the day of at

(Signature)
(Title)”

Al commnications regarding this project and submtted to this Regional
Board shall identify the Project File Nuinber 07-001. Submttals shall be
sent to the attention of the 401 Certification Uhit.

Any nodifications of the proposed project nay require submttal of a new
(ean Wter Act Section 401 Wter (Quality Certification application and
appropriate filing fee.

The project shall conply with all requirenents of the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimnation System (NPDES) General Permit for Storm Wter
D scharges Associated with Construction Activity, (rder No. 99-08-DWQ Al
stormmater treatnent systens shall be located outside of any water of the
State and shall not be used as a wetland or riparian mtigation credit.
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ATTACHMENT B

Conditions of Certification
File No. 07-001

32. Coverage under this Certification may be transferred to the extent the

33.

34.

underlying federal permt may legally be transferred and further provided
that the Applicant notifies the Executive (Oficer at least 30 days before
the proposed transfer date, and the notice includes a witten agreenent
between the existing and new Applicants containing a specific date of
coverage, responsibility for conpliance with this Certification, and
liability between them

The Applicant or their agents shall report any nonconpliance. Any such
information shall be provided verbally to the Executive (fficer within 24
hours from the tinme the Applicant becones aware of the circumstances. A
witten submssion shall also be provided within five days of the tine the
Applicant becones aware of the circunstances. The witten submssion shall
contain a description of the nonconpliance and its cause; the period of
nonconpliance, including exact dates and tines, and if the nonconpliance
has not been corrected; the anticipated tine it is expected to continue
and steps taken or planned to reduce, elimnate and prevent recurrence of
the nonconpliance. The Executive (fficer, or an authorized representative,
nmay waive the witten report on a case-by-case basis if the oral report
has been received within 24 hours.

Enforcement:

(a) In the event of any violation or threatened violation of the
conditions of this Certification, the violation or threatened
violation shall be subject to any renedies, penalties, process or
sanctions as provided for under State law For purposes of section
401(d) of the (Qean Wter Act, the applicability of any State law
authorizing renedies, penalties, process or sanctions for the
violation or threatened violation constitutes a limtation necessary
to assure conpliance with the water quality standards and other
pertinent requirenents incorporated into this Certification.

(b) In response to a suspected violation of any condition of this
(Certification, the State Wter Resources Control Board (SWR®B) or
Regional Witer Qality Control Board (RWJ)®B) may require the holder
of any permt or license subject to this Certification to furnish,
under penalty of perjury, any technical or nonitoring reports the
SWR(B deens appropriate, provided that the burden, including costs,
of the reports shall be a reasonable relationship to the need for the
reports and the benefits to be obtained fromthe reports.
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ATTACHMENT B

Conditions of Certification
File No. 07-001

(c) In response to any violation of the conditions of this Certification,
the SWRB or RWJB may add to or nodify the conditions of this
Certification as appropriate to ensure conpliance.

35. This Certification shall expire five (5) years from date of this

Certification. The Applicant shall submt a conplete application prior to
termnation of this Certification if renewal is requested.
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